cury OF LETTHR WRITTEN BY MISS 5. R. WRIGHT
390 Sparks Street,
. Sunday, April 16th, 1900.

Hy dear Habel:-

Will you excuse this letter in lead pencil because the only pens

1 can find here don't suit me. I may as well begin with Thursday morn-
ing to tell you all I can about the fire. It is almost impossible to
find time to write for there are 5o many visitors, and Papa iz dread-
fully restless and L have to watch him all the time for fear he should
.ot out on the street and wander away. He does not seem to realize

his loss but knows something is wrong and is always wanting to start
for somewhere & I do hope he will settle down in a few days for it is
an awful strain to have him like this, but I'm thankful he cannot feel
like he did a few years ago or his heart would be broken.

That Thursday morning I drove him to town, did some shopping
& lavying in a supply of groceries and a lot of things he wanted. I
had left Molly & Lily in Hull with the girls, and I called at Lizzie's
on my way home, soon after 11 o'clock, and she said there was a fire-
an Hull. We phoned George (Wright) to find out where it was & he
szid it was away back of the Model School house fully half a mile
from our place. Ve drove on towards Hull & up past the old house
where the Frank Scotts used to live, and had a view of the fire but
never dreamed it would be such a dreadful one. We only stayed there
a winute then tlrned and drove home.

I called the man to take the horse & he came running up from
the stable & said he thought the hay-left must be on fire as the
stable was full of smoke. I made him run up to sSee and ran after him
iato the carriage-house where I immediately saw some boards of the
floor smouldering. I rushed out and down the road & shouted to the
man 1o go & give the alarm at Eddyd'. Then I tore back & met the
blacksmith who had come up from the kilns to find the working-herscs
as uswal. I sent him off for water & he was soon back with two pails
which put out the fire, then they tore up part of the floor to make
sure there was no more f{ire. That was about 11.30 a.m.

Rug came driving up socn after & got all the buildings closed
up & sent for his men & stationed them about witk pails. We had lots
of water froa our dam but no force. By that time the flames had got
really to Main Street & little Molly was dancing with fright & though

i.over thought we should be burned up, I hated to see her so excited.
o iy little maid took both the children over to Lizzie's through
woicaan's Lumber Yard. They could not get a car (electric street-

ar} and she had to carry Lily all the way, but I was thankful later
that I had sent them in time.

o aa -

The other girl and I got all the tubs, wash-boilers, etc.
filled with water & put them at different corners of the verandah,
and while the men & our boys & George B. & c¢. $Brigham & Cunninghanm)
who arrived on the scene were uorkiugﬁ about the stables & Yard putt-
ing out sparks, I kept tearing aro the garden watching the corners
and windows of the house, & made fregquest trips to the cupola to see
if 3ll1 was right there. Even when the boys made us leave the house,
I never felt it was going to burn. On one of my trips upstairs I
gatkered up my jewellery & put it inside my dress.

We worked like Trojans and the roof of the log stable caught
fire time & again & was put out hy our boys on the roof. Before tho
{fire reached Main Street, Hull, the flying sparks set fire to the
lumber on the Ottawa side directly opposite our house and scon
sureteched up & dawn along the river-bank. I took a photo of it froa
Geurge's window but of course my camera & everything is gone. Soon
af.er, the lumber between us & the river was burning, also the dry-
noise at the foot of the road and the wood piled in our lower garden,
bu: fortunately there was little wood left there then.

‘Then George (W) said we must get Papa away & we girls were
to go too, The horses.were all away by that time for they would have
besn of no earthly use to us, they were so exclted & wild. The men
got Papa out & put him in our new carriapge & with George, hauled him
dom to the lime-kilns the back way. I rushed upstaira & pgot two
gm1ll handbags & gave one to the girl, telling her to put her most
charished belongings into it, & I went around & gathered up z few






