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ool * FINDINGS OF THE BOARD OF INQUIRY INTO THE
Victoria CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING THE LOSS OF H.M,C.5, OTTAWA ON

Bt SUNDAY, 13 SEPTEMBER 1942.

Sir,

We have the honour to report that we have held a full and careful
investigation into the circumstances attending the loss of H.M.C.5.
OTTAWA on Sunday, 13th September, 1942, The Board is of the opinion
that; -

H.M.C.5. OTTAWA was lost at about 2330 on 13th September, 1942
due to enemy action being hit by two torpedoes at 2305 and 2320, The
first torpedo striking the ship between 28 station and the stem port side,
28 bulkhead held. The second torpedo struck in the No. 2 boiler room,
starboard side. The ship then listed to starboard, broke in half and sank
bow and stern up.

Weather - moderate sea, wind force 3, very dark, no moon.

Reconstruction of the Action.

H.M.C.S. OTTAWA stationed 5000 yards ahead of convoy between 1
and 2 columns obtained two RDF contacts about green 20, 8000 vards
and 8000 vards turned towards and increased to 12 and then 15 knots
and set a shallow pattern. H.M.5, WITCH, H.M.C.5. ANNAPOLIS in
company were expected to join convoy. WITCH had made a signal to
OTTAWA "am joining and taking station 8000 vards ahead of convoy"”.
This was intercepted in ST. CROIX but there is no evidence that
OTTAWA received it. When RDF range had closed to about 2000 vards
an ohject was sighted fine on the starboard bow and challenged, no
reply was received. Commanding Officer appears to have been satisfied
that this object was H.M.5. WITCH as he did not order the challenge to
be made again. WITCH then called up with shaded light using A's.
OTTAWA replied "OTTAWA" and received "WITCH" back. The range at
this time was approximately 1000 yards closing fast and OTTAWA
altered to port using 20{ of rudder. A/S cabinet who had reported H.E.
on WITCH's bearing, was ordered to disregard and carry out on all round
sweep for H.E. After the ship had swung some 20( the first torpedo
struck. Commanding Officer stopped engines, gave orders for
examination and report of damage, prepare for abandon ship, prepare
for destruction of Confidential Books and for signal "Have been
torpedoed no immediate danger of sinking™ to be passed by R/T toe 5T.
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order of the First Lieutenant. It is considered that the ship continued to
swing to port and lost way after tumming about 180( when the U-Boat
without changing position appreciably fired the second torpedo. When
this torpedo had struck the ship started to list to starboard and break

up. The order to abandon ship was given.

a7

Contributing factors.

The Commanding Officer had in mind the possibility of getting stern
way on his ship but was waiting reports on damage. He appears to have
expected a second torpedo. It is considered that under these
circumstances it would have been better to risk going astern in order to
present a more difficult target.

Had action been sounded when RDF contacts were reported the loss
of life would have been considerably less. It is estimated that
approximately half the casualties were due to the explosion of the first
torpedo, many of the ship's company being turned in on the mess decks
at the time. The Board does not attach blame to the Commanding
Officer for not sounding off action under the circumstances. The RDF
contacts were obviously not a U-boat. Two destroyers were expected
from ahead and the ship’s company had had little rest for some days.

Had H.M.C.S. Ottawa been fitted with Type 271 RDF the U-boat would
probably been picked up in the sweep as well as the two destroyers.

The fact that the dark object was sighted to starboard and that an
exchange of signals took place diverted most of the look out to
starboard.

Signals made by WITCH were probably seen by the U-boat and
assisted her in her attack.

General Remarks.

The ship was efficient and well organized as is shown by the evidence
that everybody knew and carried their duties in the emergency.

The morale of the ship's company throughout was magnificent.

The Board wishes to draw special attention to the commendable
devotion to duty (shown in evidence) of the following officers and men:-

The Commanding Officer, Acting Lieutenant-Commander Clark A.
Rutherford, RCN and the Medical Officer, Surgeon Lieutenant George A.
Hendry, RCNVR. These officers lost their lives largely through
exhaustion caused by litte or no rest for some days previous. Also to
Sub-Lieutenant L.B. Jenson, RCN who for a young officer displayed
considerable initiative and powers of command.

Acting Gunner (T) L.I. Jones

Petty Officer Gridel

Leading Stoker MclLeod

And Sub-Lieutenant Arnold of HMS CELANDINE.

It is not clear why H.M.S. WITCH was not aware that OTTAWA had
been torpedoed.

H.M.S. WITCH was not available at the time of the investigation.






