38 HISTORY OF WOBURN.

By these gentlemen, a new committee for the town was nomi-
nated, which was empowered to divide the land to be divided,
to each proprietor his just proportion, according to his interest
in the common land of the town. Accordingly this new commit-
tee, consisting of Capt. Edward Johnson, John Carter, Josiah
Convers, John Wright and Thomas Peirce 48 did on Sept. 23,
1668, divide all the timber and wood growing or lying on the
hither part of the common land in Woburn into eight grand divi-
sions called eighths, each of which was subsequently to be more
particularly divided among themselves by the persons expressly
named as interested in it, according to the proportion to which
cach person was entitled in the whole of the common land of
the town, and which was annexed to each man’s name respec-
tively.* In this way, the timber and wood growing or lying on
various tracts of Jand in different quarters of the town, minutely
described in the Records,® was divided among eighty proprie-
tors, including the widow of Mr. Thomas Graves, of Charles-
town, one of the original undertakers for the building up of
Woburn; and as each person’s proportional part of the timber
and wood was confirmed by the committee ¢ to him, his heirs and
successors forever, and all hereafter growing on the same land,”*°
it is presumed that the town granted the land itself in progress
of time, as it was wanted for cultivation, to those who with their
successors were thus made perpetual proprietors of all its future
growth; and this conjecture seems to be confirmed by the
frequent occurrence, for many years, of the phrase, “ where
the top is already their own,” or some equivalent expression
in subsequent grants of land to individual persons.

At the same time, and by the same committee that made dis-
tribution of the wood and timber just spoken of, division was
made of two extensive cedar swamps, situated in what is now
Wilmington, one called Lebanon, the other Ladder Pole Swamp.
Both these swamps were first divided into eighths, as nearly
equal as might be to each other in their joint contents, that is,
the sum of an eighth of one swamp added to an eighth in the
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